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History:   Revised as Policy 5.17 (Service to Handicapped) on December 16, 1986; revised, re-titled, and re-
 provides that: “No 
otherwise qualified individual with handicaps in the United States shall, solely by reason of her or his handicap, 
be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance....” 
 
Federal disability laws guarantee students an equal opportunity to participate, but these laws do not guarantee 
that students will achieve a particular outcome, for example, good grades. Students with disabilities are, in 
general, expected to be responsible for their own academic programs and progress. 
 
The College sets its own requirements for documentation as allowed in Section 504 and Title II, and as outlined 
in the procedure to this policy. The College may delay or deny services if the diagnosis or the documentation is 
unclear. Students should not expect that the documentation guidelines at the College are necessarily the same as 
those accepted at other prior institutions attended, either in the secondary or post-secondary levels. 
 
Academic Accommodations: Reasonable accommodations are modifications or adjustments to the tasks, 
environment, or to the way things are usually done that enable individuals with disabilities to have an equal 
opportunity to participate in an academic program (U.S. Department of Education, 2007). 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to request academic accommodations, and the College’s responsibility to provide 
them, as deemed appropriate, unless it is determined an academic accommodation would fundamentally alter the 
nature of the course, service, program, or activity. The College is not required to provide an academic 
accommodation that would alter or waive essential academic requirements, nor is it required to make every 
academic accommodation requested.  
 
Students who wait until after completing a course or activity or receiving a poor grade to request services should 
not expect the grade to be changed or to be able to retake the course or activity. 
 
Auxiliary Aids and Services: The College is required under ADAAA and Section 504 of The Rehabilitation 
Act to “take such steps as are necessary to ensure that no handicapped student is denied the benefits of, excluded 
from participation in, or otherwise subjected to discrimination under the education program or activity operated 
by the recipient because of the absence of educational auxiliary aids for students with impaired sensory, manual, 
or speaking skills.”  The College shall furnish appropriate auxiliary aids and services where necessary to afford 






